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I begin with the firſt, vir. 


S. JOHN VI. 66, 67, 68: 
From that time many of his Diſciples went back, and 
walked no more with bim.----Then ſaid Jeſus unto the 


twelve, — ye ao go away? Then Simon Peter an- 
wered him, Lord, to whom ſhall we go; Thou haſt 
2 words of eternal life. 


N N theſe words there are four things confi 
85 derable. : | | 
"| 7 


5 LA Remarkable Accident that beſel 

M, Y | our Saviour in the Courſe of his Miniſtry, 

his Nr at once by a * 
b many of his Diſciples : Many of bu difct 

went back, aud walked no more with hi ſ | 

Il. The Occaſion of this great Deſertion, imimated in 


tat Clauſe, d mrs, from that time, or upon that becaſion. 


Ill. A Queſtion thereupon put by our Lord to thoſe 
few: that ſtill remained with him: He ſaid unto the twelve, 
Wil ye alſo go away? And, = ele 

IV. And Laſtly, The honeſt and diſcreet Anſwer which 
Simon Peter in the name of the reſt returned to this Queſtion; 


Lord, to whom ſhall we go ? thou haſt the words of eternal life, 


Each of which Particulars will afford ſome uſeful Ob- 
ſerbations, which in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe I ſhall 
briefly touch upon, (the time nor permitting me to do- 
more.) and then make ſome Application of the whol-. 


L The Relation of a Ace ther ben 


our Saviour in the Courſe of his Miniſtry, viz. his being de- 
g | 


ſerted 


— 


— — 
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ſerted at once by a great many of his Diſciples: Mary of his 
diſciples went back, and walked no more with him. The Evan- 
geliſi doth not ſay how many, but that we may probably 
collect trom the former part of the Chapter: For at the 


toth Verſe we are told, That the number of thoſe that were 


with him before, and bad been miraculouſly ſed by him 
with five Barly- loa ves, and two ſmall fiſhes, was about cod, 
and that upon that they all of them acknowledged that he 
was the Chriſt, as you may ſee at the x4th Verſe, Thi is f 


a truth (ſay they) that Pr:phet which ſhou!d come into. the 


World; and thereupon preluming (according to the No- 
tion generally received among the Jews at that time) that 
the Me ſſias was to be a mighty Temporal Prince, they would 
fain then have perſwaded him to take upon him the King- 
dom. Nay, as the Evangeliſt notes at the 13th Verſe, They 
would have taken him by force, and made bim a King ; which 
when our Saviour had avoided by conveying himſelf pri- 
vately away, they. would not however be thereby diverted 
from purſuing their Intention; but perceiving which way 
his 1 Diſciples were gone over the Sea, and ſuppoſing that he 
had appointed to meet them on the other ſide, they took 
Shipping the very next day to follow. him; and when they 
had found him, knowing that he had not gone over in the 
fame Boat with his Diſciples, and that no other Boat had 
gone over beſides, except thoſe wherein they themſelves 
had paſſed, ſo that conſequently he muſt needs have con- 
veyed himſelf over the Sea by a miracle; they ſeemed 
hereby ſtill the more confirmed in that belief which they 
had of him before; and yet behold on a ſudden, even the 
very ſame day, upon occaſion of ſome diſguſt which they 
took at his Doctrine, they all. forſook him, leaving him 
(as it ſeems) alone, only with his Twelve Apoſtles. 
Many of his Diſciples went back, and walked no move with him. 
From whence we may obſerve, ' | it 


1. That 
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1. That lufallibility it ſelf is net fufficient'ro prevent 
Schiſms and Separations in the Church. For ſurely they will 
not deny that our Bleſſed: Lord and Saviour himfelt was an 
Infallible Teacher, u ho believe that his pretended Yicar 
| is ſo; and yet ſor all that, he a as deſer ted by a great many 
of his Diſciples; there u ere many! more that forſook him, 
than there were that contieued to ac here to him, Nay, 
indeed his Infallibility may be ſaid in ſome ſenſe to have 
been the occaſion cf this great Schiſm, for the reaſon ot 
their forſaking him was, becauſe he ſpake to them the 
Þ: words of Truth; for had he but ſuited his Doctrine to the 
90 Carnal Palates of his Hearers, they would ſtill have conti- 
JJ f EI 
. - AndifInfallibility will not ſerve for this Purpoſe, there 
+ is, manifeſtly, no ſuch abſolute neceſſuy, no ſuch great 
l uſefulneſs of any Infallible Guide in the Church, as tt e 
4 Nomaniſts pretend, who alſo from thence only, withour 
| any ground from Scripture, boldly infer that there is ſueh an 
| one: For we have already an Infallible Rule both of Belief 
and Practice in the Holy Scriptures, and this Rule is ſuffi- 
3 ciently plain to, and eaſily enough applicable by all ſuch as 
are of honeſt minds, and give due Attention and Regard 
| to it. An lafallible Guide (if there were any ſuch now- 
h a-days) could not teach more than the Holy Scriptures do, 
of ſuch things as are neceſſary to be known by us; neither 
| could he teach the ſame things plainer than they teach them; 
and if men were of perverſe and carnal minds, they would 
- give no more heed to the Infallible Guide than they do now 
| to the Infallible Rule; that is, they would hear him no lon- 
ger than while his Doctrine pleaſed them, or while it was 
or their advantage to continue in his Communion ; and 
| ' when either his Doctrine was ungratefal, or it was not ſafe 
| to adhere to him, they would do by him, as the Diſciples 
| in the Text did by our Saviour, who was beyond all diſ- 


pute an Infallible Teacher; 7hey would go back, and walk no 
more with him. | 2+ Another 
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1. Another thing that may be obſerved from hence, is this, 

That it is no juſt Objection againſt any Church, that there 
are a great many that diſlike it, and ſeparate from it. 
Let not then our Adverſaries of the Church of Rome 

more object againſt us (as they have uſed todo) that their 
Church is at Unity within its ſelf, that they are all of one 
Mind, agreeing in the ſame Form of Doctrine, and holding 
together in the ſame Worſhip ; whereas no ſooner did the 
Re formed Churches ſeparate from them, but they were im- 
mediately divided into innumerable Sect among them- 
ſelves, each pretendiog to greater Purity and Perfection 
than the other. For beſides that the truth of this matter of 
fact might well be doubted, viz. whether there be greater 
Divifions among Proteſtants, than among Papifts ; which 
point I will not at this time difpute ; This I dare boldly. 
ſay, That the Uaity which they baaſt of, is in great mea- 
ſure owing to the Inquiſition, and fuch other means of 
holding their People in their Communion, as we neither 
do, nor think lawful to uſe. 

And then after all, the Separation of other Se&s from 
the Reformed Churches, is not a juſter Objection againſt 
them, than the Separation of the Reformed: Churches them- 
felves from the Church of Rome (with which they once held 
Communion) is againſt that Church: So that if there be 
any thing in this Argument, it holds every whit as ſtrong 
againſt them, as againſt us. 

But the truth of itis, the Argument its ſelf is of no force 
againſt either one or the other. But in the Caſe of Separa- 
tion the only point to be conſidered, in order to the diſoern- 
ing where the blame lies, is for what cauſe the Separation 
was made. For if the ground of our ſeparating from the 
Roman Church be, (as indeed it was) becauſe we could not 
communicate with her without Sio, this juſtifies our Sepa- 
ration, and is indeed 8 juſt Objection againſt that Church 
which enjoined ſuch unlawful terms of Communion. And 

on 


r . * 
. = 
. | 5 
92 . A Rs * A x FE tasson 4 


on the 0: her fide, if the Doctrine that we proſeſs and teach 
be Pute and Orthodox, and our Worſhip (to ſay the leaſt 
of it) ſuch as may in every part of it be lawfully joined in; 
if even they who diſſent from us, cannot fix on any one 
thing in our Communion which they can prove is unlaw- 
ful; if conſequently the ground of their Separation from 
us, be either becauſe they will not endure ſound Doctrine, or 
becauſe they have z/ching Ears, which nothing will pleaſe 
but Novelties ; they indeed are highly to blame who ſepa» 
rate from us upon ſuch trifling Accoynts ; but it is nomore 
a juſt Obj ction againſt our Church, That there are ſome 
that ſeparate from it, than it was againſt that Church which 
was at firſt Aſſembled, and governed Rr Lord himſelf 
in Perſon, that there were ſome who when they had liſted 
themſelves under him as his Diſciples, did afterwards (up- 
on an unreaſonable and groundleſs diſguſt) go back and walk 
no more with him. ig ee bog OR 
3. What may further be obſer ved ſrom hence in general, 
is this, That the Example of a Multitude is not a ſufficient 
inducement to follow their practice, any further than the 
ſame may be juſtified by reaſon, For in the Text we are 
told, that many of our Lord's Diſciples (probably not fewer 


than 000) went 0 from him at once, and (as far as 


appears by the Hiſtory.) there were only 12 that remained 
with bim, a very Tala number in compariſon. with that 
great Myltitude that went away; and yet there can be no 
doubt, but that theſe were the True Church, and that they 
which went away were Schi/moticks, 1 
From whence therefore (hy the way). we may obſerve, 
how vain and trifling that Argument is, which they of the 
Church of Rowe do urge in behalf of their Church, and to 
perſwade us to return to it, taken ſrom the great Multitude 
ol thoſe that are of the Raman Communion, in compariſon 
Vid the Rune Clorebees 
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For granting chat the Roman Church is of much greater 
extent thin the Reformed ; nay, if we ſhould grant it to be 
of larger extent then all the Chriſtian Churches beſides, that 
ate not of her Communion (which yet is certainly falſe) 
this is but a very ſorrry A-gument to prove her to be the 
True, and only True Chriſtian Church, n 
For if truth be al Hays on the ſide of the greateſt number, 
Which was the True Church in Abrabam's time, when he was 
of a Religion by himſelf? Was it in his ſmall Family, or 
a mongſt the Idolatrou Nations that dwelt round about him; 
Or uhich was the True Church in all that long Tract of 
Time from Nioſes to bur Savi. ur > Was it hot confined to a 
very ſmall ſpot of Lind, even when it was at its largeſt 
extent? And that again contracted to a much leſs co npa ſs 
in Eljah's time, when there were not in Ten of the Tribe: 
of Hrael, above Seven Thouſand Men who had not bowed the 
knee to the Image of Rll. 
Again, if that be always the True Church which is the 
largeſt, time was when the Arian Hereticks were the True 
Chriſtian Church, and the Orthodox Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
(who were bur a very few in Number, in compariſon with 
them) were conſequently miſerably deluded, and rank He- 
Teticks; And thus, according to this Rule given by the Ro- 
maniſts for finding out the True Church, truth and goodneſs 
are really nothing at all, but vary according to the Fancies 
and Cuſtoms of Men; and what is true and good now, 
may in the next Age become very falſe and wicked, 
But by what hath been ſaid, it appears, that the true 
Worſhippers of God have ſometimes been but a very ſew, 
and that the Tyue Church of Chrift hath in ſome Ages con- 
ſiſted but df a very fmall number; and what has been once, 
may be again. So, that tho we ſhould grant that the Roman 
Church is larger than any one, or even than all the Reformed 
Churches together; yet ſtill theſe may be the True Churches 
of Chriſt, and that not; for why may not the True —_— 
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and che right Worth-p ot God be confined to a narrow com- 
piis now, as well as it hath been in former times? 

The Truth is, number or fewneſs, are both meerly acci- 
dental and extrinſecal things; ſometimes a multitude may 
be in the right, and ſometim+s (probably much oftner ) 
they are in the wrong; and whether they be in the right 
or no. is a thing to be enquired into, not to be taken for grant- 
ed. For Truth and Goodaels are al «ays the ſame, but the 
Fancies and Opinions of Men are infinitely various and un- 
certain, And therefore ſecing God hath not left it to us to 
determine among our ſelves by moſt Votes, which is the 
True Religion, and the right Worſhip of God, but hath him- 
ſelf clearly ſtated and fully determined this matter in the 
Books of Scripture many hundred years ago, that determi- 
nation of his is, and will ever be moſt undoubtedly true; 
tis that therefore that we mull (tick to, and abide by, let 
the Crou d, or the Multitude go which way it will. 


And ſo much for the fir ſt thing: Many of his Diſciples 
went back, and walked no more with him. 


II. The ſecond thing which l took notice of inthe words, 
was the occaſion of this great Schiſm, intimated in that 
Clauſe, d T&rs, from that time, (or as it may be rendred) 
upon that occaſion: Many of bis Diſciples went back. 

Now what the occaſion was, we mult learn from the fore- 
going part of the Chapter, and it was (in ſhort this). 
Our Saviour well: knowing the Hy pocriſis of that great 
Crowd that follow'd him, and that all their pretended Zeal 
for him was really nothing elſe but Intereſt, plainly tells 
them of it, v. 26. Yerily?werily, I ſay unto you, ye ſeek me 


not becauſe ye ſaw the miracles, but becauſe ye did eat of the 


loaves, and were filled; and thereupon takes occaſion to per- 
ſwade them to withdraw their Hearts and AﬀeRions from 
this World, and from their Temporal Intereſts and Con- 
cernments, and give „ up to be inſtructed by 


him 
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him in the way and means of Salvation, v. 27. Labour not 
for the meat which periſpeth, but for that meat which endureth 


* 


unto everlaſting life, which the Son of man ſhall give unto you, 
for him hath God the Father ſealed. And this Subject he pro- 
ſecutes in the remaining part of the Chapter, ſhewing by 


many Arguments, that there was no way for them to attain 


the Bleſſedneſs of the other World, but by receiving and 
believing his Doctrine, and leading their Lives accorcing 


to it. And ex rere, upon this occafion, many of them went 


back, and walked no more with him. While he fed them with 
the Loaves, and while they hoped he would be a Temporal 
King, and that they (as being the firſt that had declared for 


him) ſhould be preferr'd to great Places and Dignities under 


1 Cor. 9. 


him, ſo long he could not get rid of their Company, tho? he 
had endeavoured to do it; but when once he came to tell 
them” plainly of their faults, and to diſſwade them from 
minding ſo much as they did the intereſts of this World; 
when he had acquainted them that his Kingdom was a Spi- 
ritual Kingdom, and that the only way for them to be made 
Partakers of it, was by carefully obſerving thoſe ſtrict Rules 
of Holineſs and Virtue which he taught ; at this they were 


greatly offended ; and it was now as hard to keep them to- 


gether, as it was before to diſmiſs them : Upon this Occa- 
ſion, many went back, and walked no more with him. 

From whence we may obſerve (and tis the only thing! 
ſhall ar preſent obſerve from hence) That *tis the Duty of 
thoſe who are Miniſters of the Goſpel, boldly to ſpeak the 
Truth, and reprove Vice, whatever Offence may be taken 


at them for it. | | 


In other things indeed it becomes them (and it is a part 
of that Prudence which it is their duty to exerciſe in their 
behaviour towards others)to be as compliant and complai- 
fant as they can; and according to St. Paul's Example, 


to be made all things to all men, that they may by all means 


gain ſome ; But the Truth of the Goſpel is not to be parted 
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with upon any terms, neither may they upon any conſide- 
ration whatſoever ſooth up their People in their Sins, and 
ery peace peace, when there is no peace. Nay, if they only 
wink at their Faults, if they only forbear to reprove them 
for their Sins, and to acquaint them with the danger of 
continuing in them, they are careleſs of their Charge, and 
unfaithful ro their Truſt, and while they ſeem tender of 
giving Offence, do indeed give the greateſt Offence ; at once 
expoſing their Sacred Office to Contempt, and hazarding 
the Salvation ot their own Souls. For fo we are plainly 
told. Ezek. 3 3. 7. T have ſet thee a watchman unto the bouſe 
of Iſrael, therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my mouth, and 
warn them from me: When I ſay anto the wicked, O wicked 
man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the 
wicked man from his way, that wicked man ſhall die in his Ini. 
quity , but his blood will I require at thine hand. 

Here (my Reverend Brethren) we ſee our Duty, and the 
ſtrict Obligation that lies upon us to diſcharge it. And this 
is what we are to look to, to do our own Duty faithfully, 
and leave the iſſue and event of all ro Go. 

It may be that our Boldneſs in the diſcharge of our Mini- 
ſtry, may prove a Prejudice to our Worldly Intereſt, and 
many may account us their Exemies, and uſe us as ſuch, only 
becauſe we are their beſt Friends in telling them the Truth; 
but there is no Worldly Intereſt whatſoever ſo great us to 
. be fir to ſtand in Competition with the Intereſt of our own, 
and our People's Souls. 

Oc it may be, if we will not hold our Peace; if we will 
needs be Preaching up unpopular Truths, and laſhing the 
reigning Vices of the Age, ſome will take Offence at our 
freedom, and (now eſpecially, that they are, as they think, 
at liberty to profeſs any Religion, or to be of none) will 
forſalce our Aſſemblies, and either joyn themſeves to ſome 
other Congregations, . where they hope they ſhall hear 
more comfortable Doctrine, or perhaps will throw off at 
way 2 
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2 Tim. 4. 
2. 


Verſe 3. 


once all Show and Profeſſion of Religion; 


but be it 
ſo, the fear of the probability of this will nor juſtify us 
in neglecting our own Duty, which is to be #uſtant in 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, and to reprove, rebuke, and exhort 
with all long-ſuffering and dactrine. This is the Direction 
that St. Paul gives to Timothy, and in him to all the Mini. 
ſters of the Goſpel ; and that too, altho he foreſa v that the 
conſequence of it would ſometimes be, that ſuch plain 
dealing would diſoblige a great many, and make them 
forſake the Aſſemblies of the Faithful; for that he had this 


then in his mind, ſeems highly probable, fram what he 


immediately adds in the very next words; The time will 


come when they will not endure ſound Doctrine, but after 
their own luſts ſha!l they heap to themſelves Teachers, having 
itching ears, and they ſhall turn away their ears from the 
truth, | | 

"Tis true indeed, we ought, as the Apoſtle there directs, 
to rebuke, and exhort with all long-ſuffering; i.e. to tem- 
per our reprooſs with ſuch Mildneſs, and Gentleneſs, and 
Prudence, as that (if it be poſſible } we may give no of- 
tence to any; but if it be the truth it ſelf that gives the 
offence, and not the imprudent manner of its delivery, our 
buſineſs is not to pleaſe Mew but God; and we muſt do our 


Duty, and ſpeak the words which he hath put into our 
Mouth, and rebuke with all Authority, not regarding what 
may be the conſequence of it. 


We may think, perhaps, that in caſe our boldneſs in 
ſpeaking the Truth, and reproving Vice, ſhould drive 
away any from the Aſſemblies, ( eſpecially if they be Per- 
{ons of Note and Authority in the Place where they live) 
this would be to the diſadvantage of our Church and Re- 
ligion. 

But no ſuch matter; for of all thoſe that ſeparate from 
the Church upon ſuch an account, we may truly ſay, as 
the Apoſtle 87. John does of ſome Separatiſts in his time, 


i Eviſt, 
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1 Epiſt. 2. 19. They went cut from us, but they were not of 
us ; for if they bad been of us, they would no doubt have con- 
tinued with us. Such are as much the Churches Enemies 
before their Separation, as they can be afterwards ; and of 
the two, She had better have them open Enemies, than ſe- 
cret ones. But as for all ſuch as are of Honeſt minds, and 
ſincere, and hearty in their Profeſſions, they will like us 
the better for that, for which the others diſlike us; whereas 
on the contrary, if we ſhould be afraid to do our Duty, it, 
we ſhould be mealy · mouth d, and not dare to ſpeak the 
Truth for fear of the diſples ſure of ſuch men, this would 
indeed be a great prejudice to our Cauſe, as giving juſt of- 
fence to the beſt men, and too great occaſion, zo ſuch as 
deſire occafion, to ſl ght and de ſpiſe our Office. 

In fine; What we can be only afraid of in this Caſe, 
is no more than what our Saviour ( who knew what was in 
meu) certainly foreknew would happen to himſelf;. tor 
he knew that the greateſt part of the Multitude that ſol- 
lowed him, followed him for the Loaves, and in hope to 
advance their Temporal Intereſt by early appearing to be 
his Diſciples ; he knew conſequently, that upon his decla- 
ring the Truth to them, and reproving them for their 
Worldly- mindedneſs, they would forſake his Company; 
but tho he foreſaw: this event, he would not be unfaithful in 
his Office, or neglect that buſineſs for which he came into 


the World, which was ro bear Witneſs unto the Truth; Jobn 18. 


he choſe rather to have but a few fincere Followers, than 37. 
a great number of Hypocritical Profeſſors ; and therefore 
would not diſſemble the Truth, altho he knew that upon 


his declaring it, many would go back, and walk no more with 
him. | : 


And now I proceed to the third Thing obſervable in the 
Text, vis. 1 ö 


Ill. The 
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III. The Queſtion which our Lerd (vpon the occaſion 
of this great Deſertion) puts to thoſe that ſtill remained 
wirh him, Jeſus ſaid auto the twelve; will ye alſo go away? 
And with what deſign this Qgeſtion was put, might 
have been doubted, if it had been put by another; bur it 
is certain, that our Savicur did not put it to the Twelve, to 
know their Minds, for as the Evangeliſt ſays, He knew all 
| John 2.24 wen, and needed not that any ſhould teſtify of man, for he knew 
| whar was in man. | e 21 890 
Theſe Words therefore, Will ye alſo go away? are not ſo 
much a Queſtion put to them, toknow whether they would 
ſtay or go, as an Option given them, a leaving it to their 
Will and Choice, whether they would do one or the other; 
as if he had ſaid —Toz ſee how many there are that have - 
taken Offence at my Doctrine, and have upon that account all 
at once deſerted me; but I am not at all concerned at their de- 
parture, for I defire no Subjeits but ſuch as are willing to be. ſo, 
and will he obedient to my words, If therefore you are of the 
fame mind with them, if my Doctrine does not reliſh with you, 
if your hearts (as theirs) are wholly ſet upon this World, and 
the Intereſts of this Life, and you value not the having a por» 
tion in my Spiritual Kingdom,” or diſlike the Conditions of at- 
1 taining; it, 'tis to no purpoſe'for you to flay any longer with me; 
| for this is all the Reward that I promiſe to my Diſciples : Tou 
are at your om liberty therefore to go or ſtay as you pleaſe; 
freely and willingly you gave up your ſelves at firſt to be my 
Diſciples,” and freely and willingly you ſhall continue fo, or 
| | not at all; as I did not force you to follom me, ſo neither will 
| 1 compel: you" to ſtay with me; Do what you think beſt for 
Jour ſelves ; If you like the terms of my Diſcipleſhip,and think 
the Reward that I propoſe, a ſufficient Encouragement, aud are 
perſwaded that I am able to make good what I promiſe, then 
ſtay with me; bat if not, you alſo may follow the 'frue thouſand 
that are already gone away: I will not detain you againſt'your 
minds. —Will ye alſo go away ? 
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from whence we may obſerve theſe two Things. 


I, That it is not agreeable to the Nature of the Goſpel 
to Force or Compel Men to the Profeſſion of it. 
lf indeed Salvation were annexed to the outward Pro- 
ſeſſion of Chriſtianity, and every viſible Member of the 
Church, were alſo a Member of Chrift's Spiritual Kingdom, 
it would be ſuch a great deed of Charity to entitle Men to 
theſe Benefits, as would be ſufficient to compenſate for 
any hardſhip that they were put to in order to it; and if 
Men were, or could be forc'd to be Saved, even although it 
were by Fire and Faggot, they would have no more reaſon 
to cry out of . Perſecution, or to complain of any injury 
that was done them, than a man that was juſt ready to be 
drowned would have, if he that pulPd him out of the 
Water and ſav'd his Liſe, ſhould do it by the ſpraining of 
his Am... eta Bp. Bahu 
But the Caſe here is otherwiſe ; ſor the Spiritual King- 
dom of Chriſt is made up only of ſuch as willingly ſubmit 
toit; and tho Force may make many Hypocrites, it cannot 
make one True Chriſtian; for no outward Force can com- 
pel the Will to conſent, tho' it may compel the Mouth to 
ſpeak, or the Body to act. | 
Not but that after all, it is moſt undoubtedly the Duty - 
of Chriſtian Magiſtrates to endeavour that all their Subjects 
may be brought both to the Profeſſion and Belief of the True 
| Chriſtian Faith; and to this end they ought to ſet up, and 
eſtabliſh in their Dominions the True Chriſtian Worſhip, and 
to take care that their Subjects may be inſtructed in it, and 
alſo to give them all reaſonable Encouragement in the Pro 
feſſion and Exerciſe of it, | << 
Nay, I will not ſay that they may not, { for I am fully 
.perſwaded that they may) make uſe of the Sword where- 
with God has entruſted them, for the correcting and re- 
training the Exorbitances of a miſguided and hat 
A | able 
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able Zeal, and che outrages of a miſtaken Religion; and 
for the cutting off of all ſuch workers of iniquity, as turn Religi- 
on into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction. 3 
Bur in what caſes it is proper to make uſe of the Tempo - 
ral Sword in Matters of Religion ; what Temporal Encou- 
ragements are proper to be given to the Profeſſion of the 
True Religion, and what Diſcouragements to Error and 
Schiſin, being Subjects needtul to be enquired into only by 
them that have the Power of making or executing Laus, 
are not ſo proper to be diſcourſed of here. 
But in general, That no Man can, or ought to be com- 
pell'd to be a Chriſtian, I think is very plain from our Savi- 


ours Htample; ſor tho his Kingdom was Spiritual, z. e. 


tho he was pleaſed to uſe only Spiritual Means and Motives 
to engage Men to be his Diſciples, he could have uſed other 
means if he had pleaſed ; for as he himſelf tells us, Match. 
28. 18. All Power in heaven and earth was given unto him : 
and therefore, if External Force and Compulſion had been 
a proper means to enlarge his Kingdom, and propagate his 
Religion, he would, doubtleſs, have made uſe of it; or at 
leaſt have Commiſſioned and [mpower'd his Apaſtles to uſe 
it; and not have only ſaid to them (as he does in the 
words immediately following thoſe aforecited.)) go ye there- 
fore, and teach all Nations : He would not certainly (as he 


does in the Text) have left it to the Choice and Option 


of his own Diſciples, whether they would eontinue in the 
Profeſſion of his Religion or no; Mill ye alſo go away ? 


2. Another thing that may be obſerved from hence; is 


this, That no Licenſe given, no Toleration graced, no 


Exemption from Temporal Penalties in caſe of Separation 

allowed by men, is ſufficient to excuſe from the guilt of 

Schiſm thoſe that Separate from the True Chriſtian Church 

- aan they were Members, or to render their Schiſm no 
in. | 


For 
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For what think you, it the Twelve Apoſtles, upon this 
leave given them by Chrift, had gone back with the Five 
Thouſand, would they not by our Saviour himſelf (at the 
great day) have ben jadged Schiſmaticks or Apoſtates for 
their ſo Deſerting him? v4 | 

And yet (as Man) he gave them leave to forſake him; 
he left it to their choice, whether they would ſlay with 
him or no; he uſed: no Force or Compulſion to keep them 
againſt their Wills; ſo that here was truly Liberty of Con- 
ſcience granted them; They might be Chriſtians if they 
would; if not, they might return back to the Synagogue, or 
go Whither elſe they pleaſed: Here were no worldly Motives 
offered to them to induce them either to ſtay or to go, but 
the whole Matter was left to their own Conſcience. 

But notwithſtanding this Toleration, (as it may be 
called) it was moſt certainly their Duty (till to adhere to 
that Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, which they had taken upon 

_ themſelves ; and if they had forſaken it, they would have 
been guilty of a moſt inexcuſable Sin before God. ot 

And the Caſe is the ſame now; Human Lawgivers may 
give leave to their Subjects to be of any Religion, or to be 
of no Religion ; but it they do, they can't make it Lawful 
in it ſelf, either to be Atheiſts, or to profeſs a Falſe Religion, 
or to forſake the Communion of the True Church ; for to 
believe a God, and to worſhip him Publickly, and to wor- 
ſhip him in the Aſſemblies of the Faithful, are Duties that 
are laid upon us by a higher than any Human Authorny ; 
and therefore no Human Authority can diſcharge us from 
them. | . 

The Law can take a way and diſcharge us from no Ob- 

ligation, but that which it ſelf laid upon us; ſo that all 

the meaning of the largeſt and moſt unlimited Toleration 

that the Law can grant, is no more than this, viz a 
Declaration that Men ſhall not be liable to any Temporal 
Moulcts or Penalties, or be any ways Puniſh'd by the Civil 
C Power 
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Pow:r, upon the account of any Diffcrences in Religion, 
or for being of no Religion at all; but if antecedently ro 
the Eſtabliſhment of any Church ty the civil Power, and 
if antecedently to the enacting of any Penal Laws to oblige 
Men to hold its Communion, it was a Schiſm to ſeparate 
without Cavfe, from that Chri/tian Church whereof we were 
Members, and ſuch Schiſmatical Separation was a Sin before 
| Goa, then ſo it will be ſtill, notwithſtanding any Licenſe or 
1 | Toleration that can be granted by the Secular Power. . 
| But now, That before any Civil Laws were Enacted in 
favour of the Church, it was unlawtul for any man to ſepa- 
rate from that Church u hereof he was a Member, with» 
. out cauſe; and that ſuch Separation rendred Men guilty of 
. the Sin of Schiſm, and that Schiſm was a Damgable Sin, 
i is clearly evident from Holy Scripture. 1 
For in the Apoſtle's days, there was no Civil Eſtabliſh 
ment of any Church, all the Civil Powers then in being, were 
either Jewiſh or Heathen, and Judaiſm or Paganiſm were 
the only eſtabliſhed Religions; and all Profeſſion of the 
| Chriſtian Religion was ſtrictly prohibited under the ſ-vercſt 
1 Penalties; but for all that, there was a Chriſtian Chureb even 
1 in thoſe days, with which all Chriſtiant were obliged to 
| i hold Communion, and from which it was a Sin to ſepa- 
rate: They continued fledfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctriue and 
fellunſbip, faith Sr. Luke, declaring the Practice of the 
firſt Converted Chriſtians, Acts 2. 41. Even then it was 
a Sin to forſake the aſſembling: themſelves together, as you. 
may ſee, Heb. 10. 25. Even then it was a Duty to mark | 
them that cauſed Diviſions and Offences, . contrary to the Do- * 
ctrine which they had learned, ['from Chrift and his Apo- | 
ſtles] and to avoid them, Nom. 16. 17. Even then Strifes- 
and Diviſions were Acts of Carnality, as we are told, 1 Cor. 
3. 3-.and Hereſy was then one of thoſe Works of the Fleſb, 
of which the Apoſtle ſays, That they which do ſuch things 
ſhall net inherit the kingdom of Gad, Gal. 5, 20. 
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la a word; There was a Chriſtian Church before there 
was any Chriſtian State; and long before there were an 
Acts of Uniformity made, it was an Apoſtolical Canon, Let 
all things be done decently and in order; which obliged both 
the Bilbops and Governors of the Church to ordain ſuch Con- 


lebration of the Publick Worſh p, and the People to ſubmit 
thereunto. From the very beginning of Chri/tianity, it was 


2 Duty incumbent on all Chriſtians to endeavour to tee eb 
the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace and with one Rom. 54 
— and one mouth to Glorify Ged, even the Father of our 
or 


Jeſus Chriſt: And it was always againſt the Nature 


1 Cor, 14. 
42. 


ſtitutions as were requiſite for the decent and orderly Ce- 


. 


56 


and Conſtitution of the Chriſlian Church, that there ſhould * 


be Diviſions in it, or Separa tions from it. 


Seeing therefore Church-Communion is a Duty laid upon 


us by God ; it plainly follows, That no Human Authority 
can releaſe us from our Obligation to.it; and conſequently, 
that theſe words,. ill ye go away!——Or you may go 
away if you will; by what Man ſoever they are pronoun- 
ced, cannot make it lawful for us to forſake the Aſſemblies 


of the Faithſul, and to leave the Communion of that 


Chriſtian Church in which we were Baptized, and of which 
we are Members, ſo long as the terms of her Communion 
And fo much for the third thing. I pro» 
ceed now to the fourth and laſt thing obſervable in the 
Text, wiz. | 


IV. The honeſt and diſcreet Anſwer that was made by 
Simon Peter, in the Name of himſelf, and the other Apo- 
ſiles, when this Option was put to them, will ye alſo go 
away? ſays our Saviour; Lord, ſays he, to whom ſhall we 


ge Thon haſt the words of eternal life. 


From whence we may briefly obſerve theſe three things. 
1. That tis indiſpenſibly neceſſary to be of ſome Church 
or other; this is clearly intimated in the Apaſtles anſwer, Lord, 
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to whom ſhall we go? He takes it for granted, as a matter 


of which there could be no reaſonable doubt, that in caſe, 


they had left our Lord, they mòſt have betaken themſelves 
to ſome other Guide ; and that if they had forſaken his 
Communion,they muſt have gone over to ſome other Com- 
munion ; he ſuppoſes it as a moſt evident and undeniable 


Truth (as indeed it is) That it is not enough for a Min 
to bave Faith to himſelf, to adore God only in his heart, 


or ro Worihip him only in his Cloſet, but that it is alſo 
neceſſary to make a Publick Profeſſion of that Religion 


Which he is of, and to hold Communion wich others of the 


(zme Faith and Profeſſion, in the Common Act; of Wor- 


ſhip and Devotion. And this is a Point very needful, and 


well worthy to be conſidered by a great many that now- 
a-days do forſake our Churches, not to go to any other Re- 
ligious Aſſemblies, but to ſpend their time in ſleeping or 
dozing at home, or in tipling at the Ale-houſe. If we go 
from thee, to whom ſhall we gos | | 

2. Therefore, what may be further obſerved from hence 
is this, That ſeeing it is neceſſary to be of ſome Church or 


other, it is highly unreaſonable to ſeparate from the Church 


whereof we are Members, till we have found out a better 
Church to join our ſelves to. e g 
Quite contrary to which, is the practice of many Separa- 
tiſit, who firſt deſert their own Church, while as yet they 
are to ſeek u hat Religion to be of, and what Church to go 
to; they firſt throw off, upon ſome fooliſh diſguſt or fanciful 
diſlike, the Religion they were bred up in, and then under 
a pretence that they ate making enquiry which is the beſt 
Religion, ſpend all the reſt of their Lives without any Re- 
ligion at all. bad: EIN 

t is indeed St. Paul's Direction, 1 Theſ. 5. 21. That 
we ſhould prove all things; and this is a Text often cited by 
tlieſe Men in juſtification of themſclves ; and they value 
themſelves at no {mall rate, for their having (as they think) 
the Scripture its ſelf on their ſide. | But 
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But they ſhould do well to read the hole Verſe through» 
out, and then they would ſee clearly hou little this Text 
makes for them: Prove all things, ſaith the Apoſtle, _ L 
then he immediately adds, and hold faſt that which is good 
The meaning of. which laſt Glauſe is at leaſt thus much; 
That when we are ſatisfied of the goodneſs of our own 
way, we ſhould ſtick to it, and hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith without wavering, ; it being then both unreaſonable 
and endleſs to make further trials. 

But ſuppoſe we are not fully ſatisfied in this Point; ſup- 
poſe we have ſome little doubts and ſcruples in our minds, 
whether that Religion and way of Worſhip that we have 
been bred up in, be the beſt or no? do they think that the 

- Apoſtle would have us be of all Religions one after another, 
that ſo at laſt we may be able to judge which is beſt 2 This 
would be juſt as if a Man in his Journey meeting with ſeve- 
ral croſs ways, ſhould go a little in one and a little in ano- 
ther, and a little in a third, and fo on; the certain conſe- 
quence of which would be, that having ſpent his whole 
day in making theſe trials of the ſeveral ways that preſented: 
themſelves, he would be no nearer his Journeys end at 
Night, than he was in the Morning, 

Or do they think that he would have us be of no Religi- 
on, till we had firſt, carefully. examined into the Grounds 
and Reaſons of all 2. this would be every whit as ill as the 

other: For there are very few that by their Parts and 
Learning are qualify d to undertake, and fewer yet (if any at 
all) that have leiſure enough from the neceſſary avocations 
of Life, to go through with ſuch a difficult and tedious 
Work as this would be; ſo that for a Man to take this me- 
thod, would be juſt as if the travelling man before ſpoken - 
of, meeting with ſeveral croſs ways, ſhould ſpend his whole 
day in fitting (till and conſidering which of them to chuſe, 


but ſhould go in none of them; how ſhould he ever come 
to his Journeys endꝰ | JL 


But 
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But the courſe that a wiſe man in ſuch a caſe would take, 
is this: If he were left wholly to himſelf to judge, he would 
according to the beſt of his skill, and as the time and exi- 
gence would permir, chuſe that Road which appeared to 
him to be the right; or if he had a Guide with him, on 


whoſe skill and judgment he might with Prudence rely, 


rather than on hisown, he would take that way which he 
directed him to; and when he was once entred into it, he 
would go on ſteddily in it, never ſtopping or ſtaying in the 
leaſt, unleſs by ſome evident Tokens he ſhould be clearly 
convinced that he was in the wrong; and never leaving 
that way for another, unleſs he were fully aſſured that the 
other was much better: A Man that takes this courſe may 
arrive to the place whither he deſigns, which it is certain nei- 
ther of the other can do: Or if after all he ſhould bein a 
miſtake; yet having done his beſt, and taken the prudenteſt 


pardonable. 


method that he could, his miſtake would be pitiable and 


And i dare be bold to ſay, That that man, who accord- 


ing to the beſt of his knowledge, ſerves God faithfully, and 


worſhips him with a fincere and devout heart, although in 
a miſt>ken way, ſhall find more tavour with God, and fare 
better in the other World, than he that h ever learning, 
but is never able to come to the knowledge of the Truth; or 
who under a pretence thet he is . at a loſs, and in a 
great uncertainty, in what way God would be Worſhipped, 
paſſes his days without making profeſſion of any Religion, 
and never worſhips God at all. 


And therefore before we leave that way which we have 


been bred up, and educated in, we ſhould be fully convin- 


ced that we are in an Error, and fix upon ſome other way 
to take, and be certainly aſſured that the way we take, is 
better than that we leave. Lord, to whom ſball we go? We 
know not whither elſe to go, and therefore why ſhould we 
go from thee ? But, Se at 


z. And 


fin at "Brenrwood. 
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. And laſtiy. Another rizing that may be la 
46h a his "Anſwer of the Apoſtle's, is this: That there can 
be no ſufficient reafen to ſeparate from a Church, which 
has the words of eternal life : Lord, to whom ſhall we got 7 thou 
haſt the wor ds of eternal life As if be had fa id, 

We i u that thou art true, and reacheſt the way of God in 
truth: We are ſore that we are ſafe in follow ing thee; fo 

that ſhould we forfake ther, and follow another, tis im- 

poſſible we ſhould get by the change: on a worſe Guide 
ue may eaſily happen, but a better we cannot have: To 
whim then ſhall we go, it we go from thee g. or upon what 
account ſhould we leave thee jor any. Wan ſeeing thou haſt 
the words of eternal life > 

And this is a Point that many of our Diſſenting Brethren 
would do well to conſider { rioufly of; What reaſon they 
have to forfake the Communion of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 

Some, perhaps will ſay, That the Terms of her Com- 
munion are unlawful, and that they can't with a good Con- 
fcience join in her Worſhip Now u hether or no they ſay 
true in this, God will judge; but if they do ſpeak the truth, 
and are really perſwaded, as they ſay, here is a reaſonable 
Plea for Separation. 

But the far greateſt part of thoſe that ſeparare ſrom the 
Church, do not pretend this; They think our Worſhip law- 
ful, and occaſionally ( eſpecially ro qualiſy themſelves tor 
an Office) they can and do join in it; and her Doctrine 
they likewiſe own to be true and agreeable to the Scriptures. 
They grant there is nothing neceſſary to Salvation wanting 


Matth. 22 
16. 


in our Church, and nothing ce ſtructive to Salvation enjoin- 


ed : Nay, they lay farther, (and that they think will ful- 


ly juſtify them from the Charge of Schiſm) that the Con- 
gregations which they join themſelves to, and do ordina- 
tily Communicate with, own the ſame Scriptures, . profeſs - 

the ſame Creed, Worſhip the ſame God, and are in all re- 


ſpects of the ſame — that we are of. 


| we 
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But if it be ſo, then why do they go from us? If they believe 
that we have the words of eternal life, What need they go 
elſewhere 2 what can they hope for more in the Communi- 
on of any other Church, than they might have in their 
own? If they are really of the ſame Religion with us, why 
do they break our Communion ? why do they make a Rent 
and a Schiſm in the Church for nothing ? 

They indeed that forſake a Corrupt Church, or an [do- 
latrous Worſhip 3 they that leave the Communion of a 
Church, in which they think they could not be ſaved, act 
prudently and wiſely ; but to forſake a Church, and at the 
ſame time to profeſs that they are ſtill of the ſame Religion 
with that Church which they have forſaken, is a practice 
which I think no account can be given of. This is certainly 
to breaix the Unity of the Church for nothing, and needleſly F 
to make a Rent and a Schiſm in the Body of Chriſt ; and that 
very thing which they plead in excuſe for their Schiſm, 
does to my apprehenſion render it altogether inexcuſable: 
For if ever Schiſm be a ſin, it is certainly ſo, when there 
is no cauſe for it; and there can be no juſt cauſe to leave 
that Church which we were bred in, and are Members of, 
and to go over to another which profeſſes the ſame Faith, 
- teaches the ſame Doctrines, and agrees in all the eſſentials 
of Worſhip with that Church which we leave. For why 
ſhould a Man leave the Eſtabliſped Church, and go to another, 
or ſet up another againſt it, when by his own confeſſion he 
does not mend himſelf by the change, but might have been 
ſaved as well in that Church which he leaves, as in that 
which he goes to? _ X 

But I know it is pleaded by this ſort of Separat iſts, That 
though they agree with us in the Subſtantials of Religion, 
they difter from us in the Circumſtantials. and therefore go 
for the moſt part to other Religious Aſſemblies, becauſe 
there they think God is worſhipped after a purer manner 
than he is amongſt us; That tho there be in the Eſtabliſbed 
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Church all things neceſſary to Salvation, ard ſhe has the 
words of eternal life ; yet {he bas alſo ſome unneceſſary Ob- 
ſervances, ſome Rites and Ceremonies which they think 
might be better omitted, and which are not uſed in thoſe 
Religious Meetings which they join themſclves to. @ 
But to this the Anſwer is eaſie: Either the ſe Circumſtan- 
tials of our Worſhip, theſe Rites and Ceremonies are law- 


ſul to be uſed; or not; now if they be not lawful to be 


uſed 3 if (tor inſtance it be unlawful to be preſent at, 
and to join in thoſe Prayers which the Miniſter puts up 
while he is cloathed with a white Garment; or if it be un- 
law ful to receive the Sacrament upon the Knee, why do 
they ever do theſe things at all? why do they do that to 
qualify themſelves for an Office, which if it be a ſin, they 
ought not to do to gain the whole: World. But if theſe things 
be la w ful, and the only thing they have to ſay again(t them, 
is, that they are in their opinion needleſs and ſuperfluous 
Obſervances; what a ſmall Reaſon is this to make a Schiſm 
and Diviſion in, the Church? There can be no end of Sepa- 
rations and Diviſions if they may be juſtified bywſuch fan- 
ciful diflikes as theſe; for the fancies of men are ſo infi- 
nitely different as to ſuch things, that tis impoſſible that the 
ſame ſhould-pleaſe all People; ſo that either Church-Com- 
munion is no Duty, or elſe ſuch diſlikes of the Fancy only 
_ cannot be a ſufficient ground of a Separation; for there is 
no Congregation: where the Miniſter is not Cloathed with 
ſome Garment or other, and where the Sacrament is not re- 
ceived in ſome poſture or other; and there is no Garment 
or Poſture; which ſome may not have a fancy againſt, as well 
25again(t theſe, and with as good reaſon. Nay, not only the 
Fancies of divers men, but even of the ſame men at divers 


times, are ſo yery different as to ſuch things, that what they 


like one day, they oftentimes diſlike as much the next; ſo 
that he who goes from a Pure and Orthodox Church, upon 
ſuch trivial accounts, cannot tell himſelf whither he ſhall go 
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at laſt but ir is moſt probable; that if he goes on thus in in 
dulging bis Fancy, he will be one day of this Sct᷑ another of 
another, and a third of a third, till at laſt having tried all 
Sects, and found in every one ſomethigng that he d.fl 85 
hegwill come to be of no Religion at all. Or if not io; 

tis highly probable, that while he thus buſies himſelf 85 
the Ceremonies and Circumſtantials of Religion, he u ill 
neglect the Subſtance of it, and omit the weightier matters of 


the law, judgment, mere y, and faith, without which all his 
zeal forthe expres! Nn ot the Dix ige M oiſhip will avail 


him nothing. . 

Thus 1h Bigg a8 Made: 28 1 dend, ehe throvgh all thoſe 
Particulars which the Text offered to our Meditation; Þ 
proceed in a few words to apply u hat hath been ſaid; and 
indeed the APTN is to eaſie, that I thall-not need to be 
long in it. 

For as it hapned to our Saviour i in the Firſt Verſe of the 
Text, ſo it hach happened to this cuαο whereof: we are 
Members; many that formerly joined in her Communion, 


and ſer me! as hearty and zealous i n it 28 R ve of late 


torſaken her. 

I will not make the a fo near, 25 to * 11 
they then followed her tor the Loa ves, and for their Tem- 
poral Intereſt, tho their leaving her juſt at this time, might 
v ell enough make that be ſuſpected; neither will [ fay that 
the true reaſon of their leaving her, is becauſe her FOOTE 
is too pure, and too good for them. 

But whatever was the Motive of their Separation, tis mat- 
ter of fact that there are many now gone aw * (tho God. 


be thanked not near fo many, as it was bragg d there would: 


be, if ever a Toleration were granted) many there are Abe 
are back, and will nom walk no more with ug. 

But the number of Se paratiſts from any Church, is not (as 
have ſhewed) a juſt Objection againſt it; neither oughtt it 
to be any inducement to others to > follow their, Example ; 


a 
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25 what hath, now happend to our Chureb, is not near fo 
much as befel our Lord himſelf, whù6DEtrad 5990 Diſciples 
that deſerted him ar once, while only” Pwelge' remiined 
with him | 

And what he faig to them, I may ſay to you ther ſilt con. 
tinue in our Communion; if you ate diſpoſed ro follow the 

Example that theſè have ſer you, you have now free liberty 
to do it: Vou alſo may go away if you pleaſe; there is no 


#ltraint now laid upon you by the Laws; es whole matter 
is between God and yourſelves. 


But neverchelefs, let me tell you, you are tilt as much 
obliged in Conſcience to hold Communion with us, as ever 
you were; and if we have the word? of eternal life ; if the 
Doctrine which we profeſs and teach, be Pure and Ortho- 

dox ; if the Holy Sacraments are duly and rightly Admi- 
_ niſtred among us; and if our Worſhip be ſuch as you may 
lawfully join in; here is no juſt ground for a Separation; 
and if you ſeparate without juſt ground from the E/ab1i/p- 
ei Church, in which you were born and bred, and with 
which you ought to hold Communion in facred things,you 
rend the Body of Chriſt, and ave ' Schiſmaticks before God, 
althd you are not guilty of any State. erime, nor incor any 
legal Penalties | 

Conſider well then what you'do ; If we ha this words 
of eternal life, why ſhould you leave. us? what can you 

hope for more in any other Communion ? 
Oonaſider at leaſt, before you go away from us, whither 
you will go when ou have left us; and forſake not this 
Church, till you are fure vou baue found our a better, to 
join your ſelves to. 

t was very reaſonably put by "_ to the Children of 
| Iſrael, Joſh. 24. 15. Vit ſeem” evil unto” you to ſerve the 
Lord, ebuſe you this day whom you will ſerve ; whether the gods 
that von . ſerved,that were on the other ſide of the flood, 

or 7 the gods of the Amorites in whoſe land ye dwell: And tis no 
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eſs reaſonable. teat, Fe Religion you. muſt | be wen 
el(e you can have no hope of Salvation ; and u hat ſocver Re. 
Jigion you are of, it muſt needs be your duty to make a pub- 
lick profeſſion of it;; ſo that if you ſarſa ke the Eſiabliſbed 
Churcb, you muſt go to ſome other; chuſe you then, before 
you forlake the Religion and Communion that you were 
brought up in, (chuſe you, Iny) what Religion you wilt 
be of, what Communion you will a4here to. 
Will you return back again into E:ypt ; or (in cha XY 
of Joſhua) will you ſerve the gods that your Fathers ſerved, 
that were on the other ſide of the Fl of > mein, will you go 
over to the Church of Rome? i. e will yougo toa Church that 
has moſt notoriouſly corrupted-the Faith of Chritz Toa 
Churchthat rakes away the. key of knowled;e from her People, 
not ſuffering them to look into the Holy Seriptures, which 
are the Oracles of God; and the Words of Life? Toa church 
that has enlarged her Creed io double that of the Apoſtles 5© 
and enjoins as neccilary to Salvation, the belief not-only ok * 
the greateſt Falſities, but of the molt e. ident Contradictions? 
To a Church, whoſe Pablick Service is not underftood by 
her Members, and which makes her Children ſay, Auen, 
to they know not what? In fine ; Will you go to that 
Church, whoſe Worihip and Servies you cannot Join in, 
Without being guilty of Idolatry? ft | 
What is there in this Church that can Gag or Tempt 
you to her Communion, unleſs perhaps it be ti very riſw to 
Terms on which ſhe promiſes you Salvation? he 
And this indeed is a reaſonable Inducement to ech as 


would fain go to Heaven, and yet are reſolved not to part 


with their beloved Sins; but | in a matter of ſuch great im- 
portance to us, as this is, cis good to be upon ſure grounds, 
and not to tiy. an Experiment, that if it fails, ww be mb 
to us. 

Now, that Faith and Obedience willearey us to n 
is agreed on all hands; and the Scriprute 1 it ſelf plainly aſſures 
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us; bur that any thing dels will do it, we have no good 
ground to believe. And particularly. That Conf ſion, with 
« the Prieſt's Abſolution, will do as well as a Hoty Lite; Tnar | 

. thoſe that want Good Works of their own; may for Money 4 

or by ſome ſl ght Penances, purchaſe as much as they want, 
.of-thoſe who abound in Merit: And that they who tale 
little or no care of themſelves waile they live, may have 
ſufficient cate ta ken of them by their Friends when they are 

dead; theſe are very comfortable Doctrines indeed, but they 
are no where taught in SCriprure, or grounded upon Rea ſon; 
they are Drier, for the truth of which we have only 
their word, whole Gain in teaching them is ſo evident, as 


_— 


may july render their Teſtimony ſuſpected. 3 
=. Bur u ithvut_entring upon a parricglyy Exam nation of 9 
M 4 them; this one thing alone is a ſufficlènt prejudice ogainſt 


N Wi TED eafi: Methods of Salvation, by whomfotver pro- 
f poſed; Thrr they are clearly contrary to that Account 

which our Bleſſed Saviour, who is Truth it ſelſ, hath given 

us of the Jay to Heaven; and to that adviee which he 

grounds thereupon, in Mat. 7. 13, 1 4. Enter Je in at the 

ſtrait Gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that lead- 

eib to teſtruftion, and many there be that go in there it: Be- 

- cauſe ſtrait ij the gate, aud narrow i the 5 that leadeth auto 

lite; and few there be that find it. 
Well then; If you will. not go over to > the Church of | 

. Rome 1 wither) 6 it that you will go when you leave us > . 

7 Will you go and join your ſelves to any of the Separate A- | 
| {ec mblies here at home? But if fo, To which of them will ye | 

g For here is fach variety of ways at once offered to 8 
you, as is enough perfectly to confound and diſtract you | 

have not time now to tell you how many feveral Sets 

there are of Diſſenters from rhe Church, and much leſ to 

give You a juſt and compleat Charadfer of them, that yon 
may conſider u hich of them to chuſe; but in general they 

may be reduc*d to theſe Four Sorts. 
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1. "Game of cheſe Sefts there are, that have either no * 


| Creed, or no Sacraments, or no Ocders,/ or no Rule to guide 


Rom 
15. 


tem by, but the Light within them; Mill you goto any of 
' theſe > But if you do, can you tell what Religion you ſhall 


be of, or whether you ſhall be of any at all? | 

2. Others of them there are, that poſitively Day the . 
mot Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, às the 
Doctrine of the Ever Bleſſed Trinity, the Incarnation of the 
Son of God, the Satisfaction of our Saviour, and the like; 
Will ye go to them? bur if you do, this is to add Hereſie to. 
W Schiſm, and to multiply your Iniquity. 

Others again there are that teach ſuch Doctrines, as 
cither directly, or in their immediate conſequences, give 
too great Encouragement to Vice, by rendring a good Life 
unneceſſary ; But Mpe | have already mentioned a ſuffici- 
ent pre judice againſt all ſuch eaſie Religions, ſo that you will 
not fo much as once think of going to thema 

4. Laſtly, Others there are that profeſs the fame Faith 
4 the Church, and are (as they themſelves ſay) of the 
ſame Religion that we are of; and differ from us only in 


ſome External Modes and Rites of Worſhip, Nil you go over. 
0 theſe; 5 | 


But why. ſhould = TR a Schiſm | in hi Church for * 


thing: Only becauſe her Rights and Ceremonies are not ex- 


actly ſuited to your fancy: Why ſhould you break the Uni- 
ty of that Church whereof you are Members, and with 
which you agree in all the Eſſentials of Doctrine and Wor- 
ſhip, only for the ſake of two or three harmleſs Ceremonies? 
which ſhe uſes indeed in her Publick Worſhip for Decency 
and Order-ſake; bat which ſhe enjoins not᷑ as any parts of 


Religion, or as things necellary in themſelves, and | which 
being no where forbidden in Scripture, cannot, to be ſure, 


be unlau ful to be uſed ; for where there uno law, there i no 
ane Jon, n 


If 
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© It then«he Se you detign to go to, be of the fame He- 
ligion with the Church that you leave, u hy ſhould you 
\ leave ber, ſeeing by cut own conf (ſion, ſhe has the. wards 
of eternal life, as well as they? And it the has, to wha 
purpoſe thould you go elſewhere? #84 
s it ( firſt) for better Prayers that you go thither? That 
can hardly be; However, atis what you can't be ſurs of, 
not knowing what their Prayerss will be, til you have 
heard them. | 
Our Prayers indeed are known what they are; they are 
free to be read and examined by all: You may (if you 
will) ſatisfy your ſelves before you join in them, that they 
are directed to the right Object of our Worſlip; that they 
„ are compoſed of ſuch Petitions as are proper to be put up 
in Publick ; and that they are grave and ſerious, and fitted 
to excite Devotion; whereas, it you go to the Separate Al» 
femb ies. you know not what God you ſhall worſhip, at 
leaſt you &now wot with what you (hall ſer ve God till you come 
thither; you are much like a Man that Subſcribes a Paper 
or Petition to hiFPrince without reading it. 
Or (Secondly) is it for better Preaching that you go thi- 
ther? That's cen as it happens, and you may as ealily be 
diſappointed in. this, as in the other caſe. 
And without magnifying our ſelves roo much, this I'm 
fare | may ſafely. ſay, That many that have gone from their 
own Church to a Separate Aſſembly, to hear a better Ser- 
mon, have heard a worſe. | 
34 But however that be, ſo long as the Doctrine that is 7 
Preached in both places, is the ſame, (as you grant it is) 
there cannot be ſo much difference in the Words and Phraſes 
wherein it is expreſſed, or in the manner of its deliveryy as 
wall ſerve to juſtify a Schiſm. 
And beſides, what the Apoſtle ſays, is moſt undoubt- 
| edly true, Paul may plant, and Apollo may water,but it i G 
that giveth the Increaſe : If the Seeds be both of the 


ſame: 
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us fo - eien Rether, but the only 
thiags on which their f J wy acdc. are the good - 


** 4 


nels bf the Soil they are fo | eig of Hea- 
ven ʒ and the Grace of God; is % Peace and 
Order, may, I'm fore, be much méſt reaſonably ex- 
pected by thoſe that keep the Uni of. the Church, and. 
re Regular and Orderly in-they*Stalns, than by ſuch as <, 
ſeparate from the E/ta#/iſhed PGhutiſ y nejegt they are 
Members, only to gratify their itching HN 28 
laa word; So long as our Prayers are go. 
were ſuppoſed that they are not the beſt ie long as. 
our Preaching is Seund and Orthodox, alrhobgft it be not 
altogether fo taking as ſome other Men's may be; and fo 
long as the terms of our Communion are Jaw ful, there can 
be no reaſon that can juttify your leaving us. For whither. 
can you goto mend your ſelves? Or why ſhould you go 
away from us at all, ſecing we have the words, eternal life? 
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l conclude all therefore with thoſe words of the Apoſtle, 
x Cor. f. 10. New T beſeech you, brethren, by the name of our 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing; and that 

there be no diviſions among ou; but that ye be perftedly joyn- 
ed rrgether in the ſame mind, and in th: ſame judgment 
Which God of his great Mercy grant we may all be, for the 
lake of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; To whom with the Father, 


and the Holy Gheft, be all Honour, and Glory, now and for 
ever. Amen, 5 7 
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